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Summer in Sonoma

The signs of summer in Sonorm
and at FCC abound. | recently
heard what | now recognize as
the annual grocery store dialog
when summer temperatures
arrive, in which one person
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Here at FCC, our worship life it
taking on its summer
incarnation. The choir is off
until SeptembeE 42 6 S
many different guest musicians
blessing us with their gifts in
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begun thel0:15 Gospel Sing,
with Jo Anne Connor leading a
who are interested in singing
gospels and church camp
songs. Omugust 23 the
congregation will hold its
annual outdoor communion
service, followed by a potluck
lunch, at the home of John and
Gwen Schafer. We are truly
blessed by these gifts of
summer music and hospitality.

During the summer months,
our comings and goingsa

congregation usually increase,
and | never know how large a
body of worshippers will gather
on any given Sunday. FCC
members and friends travel to
visit family and to spend time ir
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beauty and bounty, while, at
the same time, wavelcome
guests and travelers who have
come to Sonoma for their
vacations. These changes fror
week to week remindisthat,
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summer ministries are
providing many opportunities
for encountering the Spirit
through one another and
through the gifts of the Earth.
By the time you read this, the
Committee will have had its
first event of the summer, a
camping trip to Sugarloaf State
Park during the last weekeraf
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Committee is planning for July
and August:

- A fundraiser for youth
camping scholarships during
the 4™ of Julyfestivities at FCC,

- An overnight cookout and
campout on Burlingame Field,
July 11

- A camping trip to Bodega Bay
July 30 to August 2and

- A campfire night (not
overnight) on Burlingame Field
August 29.

Everyone in FCC and
Congregation Shir Shalom is
welcome to participate. The
Youth Committee also urges
you to invite your friendsso
that they can discover that the
Spirit is alive and afoot at FCC.

Finally, summer also gives you
minister a chance to take some
time off. Chey and | will be
visiting my mother in Georgia
the first week of July, and then
LQft 0S8 2y @00
to August 1f'. The guest
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be Rebecca Anderson, Rachel
Knuth, Steve Foss, and Mary
Richardson. Please planto
welcome them and let them
discover the joys of preaching
and worshipping with a
congregation of love, laughter,
and faith.

Continued on next page...
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4/ Happy
Birthday
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Julyl Jo Anne Connor
July 3 Barbara Nelson
July 6 Sandy Tang
July 7 Lukas Updegraff
July 8 Nancy Taylor
July 9 George Percival
July 12 Helen Batten
July 15 Lauren Weiner
July 23 Wendy Hanes
July 25 Rudy Genetti
July 31 Millie Peck

August 2 Kathy Aanestad
August 6 Pat Larson
August 11  Joan Meltesen
August 13  Kay Hand
August 15  John Bonnoitt
August 19  Agnes Rudman
August 21 Sara Donnelly
August 25  Joanne Gilmour
August 27  PhyllisEvkhanian
August 30  Laura Carter

People to remember in our
thhoughts and prayer

The family of Ruth Wetsel, Doris
Simpson, Priscilla Hinck,

Ruth Dingwall, Barbara Thomas,

Agnes Rudman, Ernie Nelson
and Penelope Johnson.

First Congregational Church of Sonom:
252 WestSpain St., Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: (707) 994.328
E-mail: contact@sonomacongregational.org
Web Site: sonomacongregational.org

Worship Service and Church Scho6t3Dam Sunday
Office Hours: TuesdayFriday 9:00ant noon

Minister: Rev. Nancy Taylor
Organist: Jo Anne Connor
Office Manager & Event Coordinator: Denise Wilba
Facilities Manager: Steve Cook

Weare an Open and Affirming Church

Leadership Directory

Moderator, Pat Larson, 939542

Vice Moderator,Veda Lewis, 936690
Secretary Elizabeth Palmer, 328313
TreasurerJoan Howarth, 938115

Property & FinanceBrian Smucker, 939687
Worship, Todd Evans, 938920

Youth, Deidre Baumgarten, 933175

Adult EducationDotty Abbott, 9965026
Outreach, Barbara Nelso, 9964028

Earth CareCathy Webber, 9383997
Fellowship, Joann Cooney, 935837

Lay CareJanet Volkman, 938339
22YSyQa C §éarie Rustia, RIBLEZ
Forums,Kathy Aanestad, 936690
Historian, Patricia Serota, 933304

LGBT Faith Groyp.eeWilcox, 9962219

a Sy Qa ,BiNHRihidson, 933654

Continued from previous page...

In the morning fog, the afternoon heat, and the star
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moment.

Blessings,

Nancy

EarthCare
Committee

Environment- Saving
Tip of the Month

RECYCLREUSEREPAIR

Within the next month, sew a tear, pass or
unneeded items to others, and find ways tc
encourage recycling at home and at work.
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First Congregational Church
of Sonoma

July2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
. 10:00am CR 8:00am CR
CR = Community Room Spiritual Journ. | Meditation
BH= Burlingame Hall 5:45pm CR
S=Sanctuary Bell Choir
7:00pm CR
Church Council
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10:30am S 10:00am CR 8:00am CR 8:30am
Worship Spiritual Journ. | Meditation aSyQa D
11:30am CR 7:30pm CR 8:30am CR at Harry
Youth Comm. The Seekers 5:45pm CR Prayer Group |. 22y Qa
Bell Choir
6:00pm BH 9:00am BH
Jazz Jam Brown Baggerd
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:30am S 6:30pm BH 10:00am CR 8:00am CR
Worship Prayer Circle Spiritual Journ. | Meditation
Fair Trade for Barbara | 7:30pm CR 5:45pm CR
Sales Thomas The Seekers Bell Choir 8:30am CR
7:00pm CR Prayer Group
6:00pm BH Property &
Jazz Jam Finance
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:30am S 10:00am CR 8:00am CR
Worship 7:30pm CR 4:45pm CR | Spiritual Journ. | Meditation
2:00pm S The Seekers | Outreach 5:45pm CR 8:30am CR
Memorial for Committee Bell Choir Prayer Group
Ruth Wetsel 7:00pmCR 7:00pm CR
6:00pm BH Movie Movie
Jazz Jam Screening Discussion
26 27 28 29 30 31
10:30am S 7:30pm CR 10:00am CR 8:00am CR
Worship The Seekers Spiritual Journ. | Meditation
5:45pm CR 8:30amCR
6:00pm BH Bell Choir Prayer Group
Jazz Jam




First Congregational Church
of Sonoma

<)

August2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1
CR = Community Room 8:3A0am .
BH= Burlingame Hall asyaQa
S=Sanctuary
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
10:30am S 8:00am CR
Worship 10:00am CR | Meditation
7:30pm CR 6:00pm CR | Spiritual 8:30am CR
6:00pm BH The Seekers | Earth Care | Journ. Prayer Group
Jazz Jam Committee
5:45pm CR
Bell Choir
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
10:30am S 6:30pm BH 10:00am CR | 8:00am CR
Worship Prayer Circle| 7:30pm CR Spiritual Meditation
Fair Trade for Barbara | The Seekers Journ. 8:30am CR
Sales Thomas 5:45pm CR Prayer Group
Bell Choir 9:00am BH
6:00pm BH Brown Baggers
Jazz Jam
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
10:30am S 10:00am CR | 8:00am CR
Worship 7:30pm CR Spiritual Meditation
The Seekers Journ. 8:30am CR
6:00pm BH 5:45pm CR Prayer Group
Jazz Jam Bell Choir
23 1030am 24 25 26 27 28 29
Outdoor Service 10:00am CR | 8:00am CR Campfire
G GKS 7:30pm CR Spiritual Meditation Night BH &
6:00pm BH The Seekers Journ. 8:30am CR Field
Jazz Jam 5:45pm CR Prayer Group
Bell Choir 7:00pm CR
30 31 7:00pm CR Movie
10:30am S Movie Discussion
Worship Screening
6:00pm BH
Jazz Jam




A Message From the Moderator

Il K &dzYYSNH YR (KS fAQGAYy3 Aa a2 Slae Ay WRSaldAy
there are attractive venues on the Plaza, and in listening to those visiting lovely Sonoma we begin to swell
with pride to think that we were smart erugh to actually live here. Likewise dear FCC continues its beckoning
programg vacation Bibleampfor the kids, provocative movie nighfisr those a bit older, our other ogoing
programs such as Faith Seekers and our innovative outreach programs rangirthe Thrift Shop to Brown
Baggers to preparation for those soon to venture on a Seeds of Learning endeavor. So why am | going to asl
you to take a moment or two and focus on the other side of life. In the midst of our plenty there are others
whohave2 y 32 Ay 3 dzy YSUO ySSRao LQY &dzaNB KFd GKSNB | N
gL OFLdAazy . A0fS aOKz22f SELSNASYOSXd odzi K2é R2 4SS
children and their parents here? What other needs are ¢heut there? Swely there must be others who

would enjoy our programs as muchaswedbdzi K2 ¢ R2 ¢S | a|l GKSYK 2 K
myself included) is to take some of our quiet Sonoma moments, sit back in a prayerful mode and really
contemphte: what more could FCC do to make this world a little better place? What endeavors should we
SYKFyOS IyR ¢KIFd SyRSI@2NE akKz2dZ R ¢S Nxal | oAl
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Yours in faith,
Pat Larson

The Annual Outdoor Service and Pot Luck Lunche

wi || be held at the Schaf
on August 23 at 180a.m.

Please bring the following (last names beginning with):
AG Entree P Salad €& Dessert

Please meet at the churchH):15am and carpool ttheSc h a f
This will be the 24th year that we have met at their home!




Events & Ahnouncements

Interfaith CoEd Softball

Members of all Sonoma Valley Congregations are invited to have fun, make new friends anc
balll! Games will be played Monday nights at 6:00pm through August at the Hanna Boys Cel
beginning June 8. Fee is $15 per player. All skill levels welcome, must be 18 years old.
For more information contact Gary Wilbanks at 9B®4 orwilbanksgary@aol.com

Adult Education Movie Nights Save the Dates!

July 23 and 24, August 27 and 28, all at 7:00pm

C// Qa ! RdzZ& & 9RdzOF GA2Y [/ 2YYAGGHSS A& alLkRya?
month, May through August. You are invited to watch each mowigaur own, but Adult Ed will
also show the movies in the Community Room the night before the discussion.

Far From HeavenJuly 23 screening, July 24 discussion
East of Eden August 27 screening, August 28 discussion

Parking Volunteers Needed

July 4, evening

Volunteers are needed to help with parking before the fireworks show on July 4. This is alw
fun event and a nice fundraiser for the church. Please contact Harry Boon if you can help o

Invitation to Usher

LGQa GAYS ignyaei& ushedimgXoytheimdnthd of August & September. Being an
usher offers an opportunity to participate in worship in a unique way and to make a contribul
of time to your church and congregation. It is also a wonderful chance to meet and greet y
fellow church members and to welcome visitors to our service! Kathleen Gray is available a
services to take sigaps and answer any questions. She can also be reached -45233or
e-mailed atheelerchav@yahoo.com

The Golden Age of Tutankhamun: A Preview of the de Young Exhibit

July 14 & 15, 7:39:00pm, Burlingame Hall, $25 / $20 Congregation Members

For the first time in 30 years, the myth, magic and mystery of King Tut returns to the Bay Ar¢
5A84020SN) 1KS KA&al2NRelyyR (@det (i damH disgusbriobiddd
exhibit pieces, using the latest in digital education technology. Jehon Grist, Ph.D., will teact
classes. He has conducted field research in Istfa@lGaza Strip, and the Valley of the Queens
southern Egypt. To preegister please visivww.lehrhaus.orgr call (510) 84%420. Indicate
that you are a congregation member. Hegistration required by Jul0. For more information
please contact Congregation Shir Shalom at3356.



mailto:heelerchow@yahoo.com
http://www.lehrhaus.org/

Save
the
Date!

* % %

Annual
potluck
luncheon
at the

ThE LEADING A CAPPELLA MEN’S SLAVIC CHORUS IN ThE USA

Dineccog : B O 0 n S «
GREGORY A. SMIRNOV

home
July 25th, 2009
Saturday, 7pm e
1st Congregational Church of Sonoma September
252 West Spain Street
Sonoma 20

S15 General Admission, $10 Seniors & Students

Tickets available at the door

2009 UCC Bicycle Adve

San Francisco Bay Tour

July 26- August 1
Cost: $225
includes SAG support, meals, snacks and church lodging

LIAT Tl RAYYSNIIYR a¢6AYYAYy3 |

For more information or to register for the trip,
please visitvww.fccpa.org/biketrip/
or contact Russell Stevens at (408) 30®1 or russ_shei@att.net
Sponsored by First Congregational Church of Palo Alto



http://www.fccpa.org/biketrip/
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Each month we will be focusing on a different Church Committee or Group.
This month we will meet

TheFCC Mends Group

The FC@ Sy Q& isDddBydilHutchinson and has been meeting for approximately six
months. On the first Saturday of each month, a dozen or so men get together for breakfe
a2yYysS2ySQa K2YSo CKA& A& |y 2LIIR2NIdzyAile
better and more deeply, as well as provide support to each other in talylives. The
primary purpose of the group is sogiahd there is no set agenda or topic of discussion at tf
get-togethers. The group has been considering some type of sqrkagect to take on in the
near future. All men of the church, as well as their frierds welcome to attend. For more
information, including the location of the next getgether, please contact Bill Hutchinson at
935-7654.

Dear Family aBonoma FGC
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Northern California Nevada Conference of the UCC. Annual Gathering at Asilomar is always such a great oppor
meet new people and discuss our ideas, struggles, and succeéssesurage you to go if you get the chance.

Our conference offersstso many services. Most important to me is the Outdoor Ministries Program, which | conti
be involved in. This conference group oversees the conference camp programs, including Camp Caz, and | can
you we are changing hundreds of lives ewsemynmer. Another conference ministry that | know is close to the heart
FCC Sonoma is that of Search and Call, the program that made it possible for us to call Rev. Nancy.

Our conference provides us unlimited resources for waysto helpus growam@®iz | yR A (1 Q&a dzLJ
of them. Every year we give money to our conference to continue these programs that support our local ministrig
we have been able to increase our giving in the last several years. We should be very prifud 6f 6 S Q@S
R23 odzi ¢S adAtt KIFI@SyQid YSG GKS 32Kt 2F GAGKAY3 ¢
churches of our conference cannot commit to increased giving by January, the conference will have to totea half
L2aAldAz2y> YR L (y2¢ (GKIFG f2aa oAttt KdNIX SALISOAL €
S5ANBOG2NI 2F hdziR22NJ aAyAadNRSa® {2 L SyO2dzN) IS dzj
do it

Thank you all again so much for sending me as your delegate, and | look forward to seeing you soon!

Love, TyleDickie




Update on 20022010 Old Adobe School Lease

We are very pleased to announce that the church and Old Adobe School have signeteasewt covers the
period July 1, 2009, through June 30, 2010.

Most of the terms and agreements remain unchanged from the previous lease. Here are theypritaages:

1 The school is turning back to us about 8 feet adjacent to the thrift shop. Weuwiligpa new wall the
week of July 20 and make that space available to the thrift shop. At the same time, OAS will do some
remodeling in their space.
1 The school is also turning back to us three portions of the Fireside Room wing: the kitchen, the closet
along the west side of the kitchen, and the closet along the south wall. The new Space Solutions
Committee will bring recommendations for how we may best use these spaces.
The church and the school will share the bathrooms and hall in the Fireside Room wing.
The old metal shed in the parking lot north of the Fireside Room will be taken down. In its place there
will be two new, much nicer sheds, one for the church and one for the school.
1 The rent that the school pays to the church will go up about $220 a month.

)l
)l

The negotiations have involved many hours of dedicated work by members of the Property & Finance
Committee and the Old Adobe School board. We are grateful for a new spirit of cooperation between the
church and the school.

Brian Smucker, chair, PropertyRnance Committee
Pat Larson, moderator

Looking For a Good Read This Summer?

aAYAaidSNR 2F0SYy &aKFENB GKSANI NBSO2YYSy Rhsbobkad/ & 2 K2 ND
like to share this summer, though, are recommendaezbsitesfor reading and more. These sites offer insights
YR NB&2dzNOS&a FyR 1 dZAKGESNI F2NJ LINPINBAaAaADBS / KNRK A
journey, and | hope they offer you a gift or two, as well.

www.ucc.orgch dzNJ RSY2YAYy L GA2yQa 6S0aAiSY gA0K ySga FyR
(Make sure to check out myUCC on ucc.org.)

www.benetvision.orgg W2 |y / KAGGSadSNR& 6 S0 a A lisBEnedicting fun anGtBight &
teller

www.faithprogression.cong a small gem of a website run by a man in Athens, Georgia, who provides
reflections and resources for progressive Christianity and the spiriteal li

www.mrdeity.com¢ a webshow with episodes chronicling the struggles of Mr. Deity as he tries to order and
manage all of creation. | find these skits very fuangirreverent.

Happy reading! --Rev. Nancy


http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.benetvision.org/
http://www.faithprogression.com/
http://www.mrdeity.com/

The Memorial Garden Now Has a Beautiful New Entrance Arbor

The exquisite arbor that now graces the entrance to the Memorial Garden was designed,
and installed by Michael Palace. He used recycled redwood for the entire projechudéne
beams used to support a pier were under water for over 100 years. When Michael cut in
0KSY KS alFAR KS 02dz RyQi o6SftASOS (GKSANJI
sturdy benches enhance the arbor and offer guests to the gaadsolid, yet comfortable seat
for resting.
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The Memorial Garden Committee
Kathy Aanestadvyeda Lewis



Outreach Committee

In keeping with the theme "Hunger Beand Far" on Sunday, May 3 the Outreach Committee hosted
Margaret Trost of the What If? Foundation and Seth Donnelly, who volunteers with the Haiti Action
Committee. Margaret and Seth shared their experiences in Haiti during the church seMimwards during

the Coffee Hour, Outreach Committee members served Haitian treats and hosted a Haiti information table.
Seth presented a video of photos of his visit to St. Clare's parish in Haiti where the What If? Foundation is
actively working to alleviateunger. Margaret and Seth both answered many questions from the audience.
Thank you to all of those who have shown a keen interest in Margaret and Seth's work in Haiti.

Outreach members, Jan Edwards and Debby Mayer, have been thoroughly searchingeferay®to create
awareness of hunger in the world.ake a few minutes to check out these two sites on the internet:
www.thehungersite.comwhich focuses on the eradication of world hunger and hggeat collection of

tasteful items for sale.The other site supported by the World Health Organization and Harvard fteeand

fun, and also alleviates world hungef©nce you've tried the brain exercises on this site you'll want to make it
a daily event.Each correct answer donates 10 grains of rice to the hymguy it's amazing how much rice has
been donated!Go to www.freerice.com

The Outreach Committee's "Teens for Outreach and Learning Scholarship” recipient, Ena Sokney, will be
visiting during church on Sunday, July B2terwards at the Coffee Hour Ena will have soof her typical
Cambodian foods for salerhe money earned will be used towards her Seeds of Learning &ipa is a
delightful young woman who has been an outstanding volunteer at the VOM Teen C8hiemvill be joining
the Seeds of Learning workogip to El Salvador in August.

In Memorium

Long -time FCC member  Ruth Wetsel passed from this life into eternity
on June 22. Ruth was an avid advocate for children until the very

end of her life. Even as those who knew Ruth mourn her passing, let
us celebrate all the gifts the Spirit gave the world through her. A
memorial for Ruth will be held on July 19 at 2:00pm in the sanctuary,

with a reception to follow in Burlingame Hall.



http://www.thehungersite.com/
http://www.freerice.com/

