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Called to be Peacemakers

For many Christians, the
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central teaching. As he is
remembered in the Gospel of
Matthew, Jesus spoke to his
disciples on a mountain after
he had been preaching
throughout Galilee, and he
started with what are known as
the Beatitudes:

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
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Blessed ar¢he peacemakers,
for they will be called children
of God.

The Beatitudes offer a radically
loving and open way of living.
They hold up vulnerability,
humility, a love of justice, and
working for peace as the sourc
and the goal of a life of faith.
Of cairse, the challenge comes
in trying to live the Beatitudes

not simply talk (or write) about
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challenge.
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to reflect more deeply on what
it means to become blessed
peacemakers. We have been
offered the gift of a peace pole,
one version of which has
adorned the Community Room
now for quite some time. We
will be deciding, as a
congregation, on whether to
accept the pole, with its mukHi
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congregational meeting on
January 29.

In preparation for that
congregational discussion and
vote, after worship on the first
three Sundgs of January, the
1% the 8", and the 18, we will
be listening to some FCC
members as they talk about
how they understand the call tc
be peacemakers. Ellen LaBruc
has agreed to offer her
reflections on Sunday the™1
YR 6SQNB f 221
volunteers to speak on the'8
and 158". Please speak to me,
John Donnelly, Bev Pearson, o

Brian Smuckeif you would
like to speak after worship on
January 8 or 15.

Then, after worship on the 92,
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and discernment about
installing a peace pole here at
FCC. (All these events will be
the sanctuary shortly after
worship)

Of course, deciding whether or
not to install a peace pole is
only one small step in
IYyagSNAY3I D2RQ
peacemakers. How do we
understand peace? What
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of us do to nurture peace? In¢
broken world, what kind of
peace igossible, and what
makes it possible? How are w
the First Congregational Churc
of Sonoma, United Church of
Christ, specifically called to be
peacemakers?

Throughout this year, we will be
exploring these questions
through videos, study, and
discussiontrusting that the
Holy Spirit will guide and

Continued on next page...
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Environment- Saving Tip of the Month

* *

Choose Goods with
Less Packaging

|

|

| When we buy something, we tend to look at its

l quality and its price. Little attention is paid to the
: packaging, even though it accounts for part of the
| cost of the product. When you have a choice

l between equivalent products, choose the one

: with less packaging.

|

Continued from previous page...

4/ Happy
Birthday
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January
2 Cozette Shenks

5 Cathy Webber
8 Ron Vaughn
10 George Webber
12 Susan Heffelfinger
13 Penelope Johnson
14 Tom Mitchell

Keri Halasz

Gwen Schafer
19 Kennedy Curtis
21 Jeanne Campbell

inspireus, shaping us into blessed peacemakers. The membt 26 Bev Pearson

of the ad hoc peace pole group (John, Bev, Brian, and |) are 29 Rudy Doormann

currently looking at UCC and other resources to use in this Connie Holbrook

journey of peace. If there is anything specific you would like t 30  Ben Garcia

recommend, ptase let any one of us know. 31 Eric Webber
Janice Mattison

Blessings,

Rev. Nancy
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:30am S 4:00pm CR 8:00am CR 8:30am CR
Worship Desert Mothers 4:00pm CR Meditation aSyQa D]
Group 7:00pm S Bell Choir
FISH Sunday 7:00pm CR Choir Practice | 7:00pm CR
The Seekers Church Council
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10:30am S 11:30am CR 8:00amCR
Worship 22YSyQa|7:00pmS Meditation
Fellowship Choir Practice | 4:00pm CR
4:00pm CR BellChoir
Desert Mothers
Group 7:00pm CR
7:00pm CR Worship
The Seekers Committee
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:30am S 4:00pm CR 3:00pmCR 8:00amCR
Worship Desert Mothers | Lay Care Team| 4:00pm CR Meditation
Rev. Dorothy Group Bell Choir
Streutker 7:00pm CR 7:00pm S
preaching The Seekers Choir Practice | 7:00pm CR P&H
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
4:00pm CR 4:00pm CR 8:00amCR
10:30am S Desert Mothers Bell Choir Meditation
Worship Group 7:00pm S
7:00pm CR Choir Practice
Forum- Janis
Gay& Judy Kerr
29 30 31
4:00pm CR
10:30am S Desert Mothers
Worship Group
Annual 7:00pmCR

Meeting

The Seekers
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My Dear Friends,

As many of you know, Decembeas an especially challenging month for my family. My mother fell ant
broke her hip at the end of November and chose not to have surgery. Aware that her decision would,
she would be bedridden and would very likely be hastening her death, my motleamehas continued
to be clear and strong in communicating her preferences to me, to her doctors, and now to the hospit
staff that is overseeing her care. '
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my brothers informed and working with hospital and then hospice staff to care for my mom. The
emotional and practical demands of all this have drawn me away from my responsibilities as your pa
and preacher, at an especially rich time in theiah calendac Advent and Christmas.

In the midst of all this, you as a congregation have once again been Love Incarnate and have confirn
odd and wonderful notion that God brings healing and reconciliation into the world by gathering small
groups LIS2LJX S Ayid2 0GKAA GKAYy3 OFffSR AOKdAzZNOKdE!
have cared for one another. You have welcomed other preachers into the pulpit and have celebratec
mysteries of the coming of the Christ Child.

ThankyoufoO2y iAydziy3a (G2 68 2yS 2F D2RQa 06Sft20SR G
all the prayers, all the cards, all the kind words, all the food, and all the love. This has, and continues
a time of loss and grief, as well as a time odliy and grace. Your prayers have comforted me inmy
al RySaa yR KI @S KSfLISR YS adre 2Ly G2 GKS 3

My gratitude for you and for how God moves through this congregation will never end.

BlessingsRevNancy

Mark your calendar for the First Congregational
Churchodés Annual M®ddlawing
the 10:30 service.

Also, note: Church Committee Chairs and Officers,
I tds time to write your
are due January 7.




A Messag\/elo de atOY When David and | took a walk on Christmas Day, we spent soI

time talking about 201X, what things went into the plus
t e column,things we were happy about, and what things had
brought us sorrow. There were way more things that had
brought us joy: time spent with friends and family; new relationships arshgas for friends. The
unhappy things were also all about friends and family: my brethdaw died; continued ill health for
another friend; legal troubles for a third. But, we concluded, 2011 was a good year.
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different way. But that goes into the plus column. We will end up knowing each other better and
more intimately.

Please join me in anticipatijnthe joy that comes with the morning.

—_—_——— -, T - -

Mary Evelyn Arnold

A Thank You from one of
Seeds of Learning Group Members

My Dear Friends,

| would like to extend my sincere gratitude and appreciation for your

aenerous donations which afforded me the opportunitv to particinate

in the Seeds of Learning trip to Nicaragua. It was a life changing trip in which | met new
friends, bonded with old ones, and experienced the beauty of these lovely people as we
contributed to the construction of a much needed school.

Please know that your gift and generosity touched me deeply. | hope that our
contributions to the effort, as well as your own, have brought you a sense of gratification
as we continue our goal of spreading love and compassion to all beings.

In love and gratitude, Your Friend

People to remember in our thoughts and prayers...

Bob Rowntree, Mary Taylor, Joann Olson,
Peggy Feuer, Marie Austin, Lois & Rudy Genetti, Doris
Simpson, Agnes Rudman and Penelope Johnson.




Events & Ahnouncements

Next More than 40 Day Journey will be with the Desert Mothers
Tuesdays, beginning January 3, 4:00pm, Community Room

Our next Tuesday afternoon journey will be with the Desert Mothers, as brought to us by
Benedictine Mary Forman. The Desert Mothers were fourth and fifth century women
who wer e mi dwsiofthe spjrit, iiomen&apable of listening to the hearts of

t hose around them. o Pralyireg withdahe Resest &106thets, whieh isu
availableatReader sd6 Books.

Suggested Reading

I ask you to consider | oi @hristiag Mystes: 365 Readngsn
and Meditations throughout 2012. My hope and my prayer are that some of you will
make a commitment to using this book for daily prayer and reflection all year long. If you
do, then, while | ém on oakaachdayt yowwallbe witts menand
Il will be with you, even though we are a
in this prayer practice for the coming year. - Rev Nancy

Dorothy Streutker to be Guest Preacher

Sunday, January 15, 10:30am, Sanctuary

Ordained in the United Church of Christ, Rev. Dorothy Streutker works by day as a staff
attorney with California Appellate Project, a non-profit law firm providing counsel and
resources to attorneys appointed to represent condemned inmates in post-conviction
litigation who are facing execution. When requested, she also provides spiritual counsel
to the dozen or so death row inmates she visits at San Quentin State Prison. She has
been active in death penalty defense for nearly 20 years. She is also the Criminal Justice
Outreach Chaplain for San Francisco Network Ministries. She strives to put spiritual
issues on the radar of the criminal justice community and the death penalty on the radar
of church people. Her interest is expanding to include the area of victim outreach,
helping to bring the accused and the victims together in a way where peace outweighs
the need for revenge.

FCC Forum Committee presents...Janis Gay and Judy Kerr from

MVER (Murder Victi ms ailiagkemi | i es f or
Tuesday, January 24, 7:00pm, Community Room

Janis Gay, a third generation Northern Californian, taught middle school in St. Helena for
29 years and is now the receptionist for a Napa Valley accounting firm. She serves on
the Board of Directors for MVFR. She will speak about her grandfather who murdered
another human being, how that affected the family, how the family dealt with the shame,
and the transformation she experienced when she learned about MVFR. Judy Kerr is
the Northern California Victim Outreach Coordinator for MVFR. Her brother Robert was
murdered in 2003, and his death has deepened her opposition to the death penalty.



http://www.ucc.org/

Looking Ahead to a Sabbatical Year -
Caring for the Congregation

'a L YSyiA 2y SRapdviyiel Will bé dn sabBayical Katdvacation) from April 19 to August 16 of
this year. As the Church Council and | continue to make plans for the care of the congregation during this
sabbatical time, Want to give you an update on what that care will look like.

Churches have found many different ways to address their needs when their pastors take a sabbatical, and,
Y20 AdzNLINRAAAYy3IEes GKSNB Aa y2 aaiy 3onalitysdddtichKitahcess | &
and overall health are all factors that influence how different churches provide for preaching, pastoral care,
and administrative needs during sabbaticals.

To meet those needs here at FCC, we will be calling a sabbaticabmioiprovide pastoral care and
administrative support throughout the time | am gone. This minister will also be responsible for preaching
three Sundays a month during the sabbatical, with FCC members and seminary students preaching and lead
worship a the remaining Sundays.
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spending a sabbatical season with the congregation soon. | look forward to our being able to tell you about
the person viho will be loving and caring for you while | am doing the same thing from afar.

In peace,
Rev. Nancy

If you know of anyone in the congregation who has been
admitted to the hospital or who is ill, please let me know,
by phone or by e-mail, as soon as you can. That way |
can be Ain the knowo about
members and friends. Wi t h
that | can be (way) out of the loop! Thank you.

Rev. Nancy



Thanksgiving and Christmas at First Congregational Church

Food Collection for FISH

Christmas Pageant




