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Grapevine  

Called to be Peacemakers 

For many Christians, the 
{ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
central teaching.  As he is 
remembered in the Gospel of 
Matthew, Jesus spoke to his 
disciples on a mountain after 
he had been preaching 
throughout Galilee, and he 
started with what are known as 
the Beatitudes: 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 
.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƳƻǳǊƴ Χ 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜƪ Χ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ Χ 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭ Χ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŜ ƛƴ 
heart.  
 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children 
of God. 
 
The Beatitudes offer a radically 
loving and open way of living.  
They hold up vulnerability, 
humility, a love of justice, and 
working for peace as the source 
and the goal of a life of faith.  
Of course, the challenge comes 
in trying to live the Beatitudes  
 
and not simply talk (or write) 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ 

 [

From the Pastorñs Study 
not simply talk (or write) about 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ 
challenge. 
 
IŜǊŜ ŀǘ C//Σ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ 
to reflect more deeply on what 
it means to become blessed 
peacemakers.  We have been 
offered the gift of a peace pole, 
one version of which has 
adorned the Community Room 
now for quite some time.  We 
will be deciding, as a 
congregation, on whether to 
accept the pole, with its multi-
ƭƛƴƎǳŀƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ άaŀȅ ǇŜŀŎŜ 
ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΣέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
congregational meeting on 
January 29th. 
 
In preparation for that 
congregational discussion and 
vote, after worship on the first 
three Sundays of January, the 
1st, the 8th, and the 15th, we will 
be listening to some FCC 
members as they talk about 
how they understand the call to 
be peacemakers.  Ellen LaBruce 
has agreed to offer her 
reflections on Sunday the 1st, 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
volunteers to speak on the 8th 
and 15th.  Please speak to me, 
John Donnelly, Bev Pearson, or  
 
Brian Smucker if you would 
like to speak after worship on 

Brian Smucker if you would 
like to speak after worship on 
January 8 or 15. 
 
Then, after worship on the 22nd, 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 
and discernment about 
installing a peace pole here at 
FCC.  (All these events will be in 
the sanctuary shortly after 
worship.) 
 
Of course, deciding whether or 
not to install a peace pole is 
only one small step in 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ 
peacemakers.  How do we 
understand peace?  What 
άƳŀƪŜǎέ ǇŜŀŎŜΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴȅ 
of us do to nurture peace?  In a 
broken world, what kind of 
peace is possible, and what 
makes it possible?  How are we, 
the First Congregational Church 
of Sonoma, United Church of 
Christ, specifically called to be 
peacemakers? 
 
Throughout this year, we will be 
exploring these questions 
through videos, study, and 
discussion, trusting that the 
Holy Spirit will guide and  
 

Continued on next page... 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Leadership Directory 

Moderator,   Mary Evelyn Arnold, 938-1578, mearnold@vom.com                    
Vice Moderator,  Ellen La Bruce, 938-1993, ellenlabruce@comcast.net 
Secretary, Margie Mitchell, 996-3865, margie_mitchell@sbcglobal.net                       
Treasurer, Judy Weiner, 938-1318, judyweiner@comcast.net 
Property & Finance,  Joan Howarth, 287-3893, jharthowarth@sbcglobal.net 
Worship, Bill Hutchinson, 935-7654, bill@hutchinsonconsulting.com 
Youth, Joan Howarth, 938-8115, jharthowarth@sbcglobal.net 
Outreach,   
Earth Care,  
Fellowship, Pat Larson, 933-9542, sonomapat@vom.com   
Lay Care,  Janet Volkman, 939-8339, jgv@comcast.net 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ Bev Pearson, 996-9502, bev.pearson@comcast.net 
Forums, Kathy Aanestad, 935-6690, aanestad@sonic.net 
Historian,  Patricia Serota, 935-3304, patriciads@comcast.net 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transexual Faith Group, Lee Wilcox, 996-2219 
aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ, Bill Hutchinson, 935-7654, bill@hutchinsonconsulting.com 
Endowment Committee, Roger Wright, 996-9363, roger.l.wright@gmail.com 
Webmaster, Kathy Aanestad, 935-6690, aanestad@sonic.net 
 

 

 

 

First Congregational Church  
of Sonoma                                      

252 West Spain St., Sonoma, CA 95476      
Phone: (707) 996-1328   

     contact@sonomacongregational.org                         
www.sonomacongregational.org 

 Worship Service and Church School:  
10:30am Sunday          

Office Hours:  
Wednesday ς Friday 9:00am ς noon                                                  

Minister: Rev. Nancy Taylor 
Music Director:  Terry Lezama-Jensen 

Organist: Jo Anne Connor 
Sunday School Teacher:  Lisa Leeb 
Childcare Provider:  Claire Eraldi 

Office & Event Manager: Denise Wilbanks 
Facilities Manager: Steve Cook  

 
We are an Open and Affirming,  

Earth Care Church 

 

Earth Care Committee  
Environment- Saving Tip of the Month 

 

Choose Goods with  
Less Packaging 

 
When we buy something, we tend to look at its 

quality and its price.  Little attention is paid to the 
packaging, even though it accounts for part of the 

cost of the product.  When you have a choice 
between equivalent products, choose the one  

with less packaging. 

 
                       

 

 

 

 

 January 
2 Cozette Shenks 
5 Cathy Webber 
8 Ron Vaughn 
10 George Webber 
12 Susan Heffelfinger 
13 Penelope Johnson 
14 Tom Mitchell 
 Keri Halasz 
 Gwen Schafer 
19 Kennedy Curtis 
21 Jeanne Campbell 
26 Bev Pearson 
29 Rudy Doormann 
 Connie Holbrook 
30 Ben Garcia 
31 Eric Webber 
 Janice Mattison 
 
 
 

Continued from previous page... 

inspire us, shaping us into blessed peacemakers.  The members 
of the ad hoc peace pole group (John, Bev, Brian, and I) are 
currently looking at UCC and other resources to use in this 
journey of peace.  If there is anything specific you would like to 
recommend, please let any one of us know. 
 
Blessings, 

Rev. Nancy 
 

mailto:aanestad@sonic.net
mailto:contact@sonomacongregational.org
http://www.sonomacongregational.org/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10:30am S 
Worship 
 
FISH Sunday 

2 
 

3 
4:00pm CR 
Desert Mothers 
Group 
7:00pm CR 
The Seekers 

4 
 
 
7:00pm S 
Choir Practice 

5 
 
4:00pm CR 
Bell Choir 
7:00pm CR 
Church Council 

6 
8:00am CR 
Meditation 

7 
8:30am CR 
aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ 

8 
10:30am S 
Worship 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
11:30am CR 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Fellowship 
4:00pm CR 
Desert Mothers 
Group 
7:00pm CR 
The Seekers 

11 
 
7:00pm S 
Choir Practice 
 

12 
 
 
4:00pm CR 
Bell Choir 
 
7:00pm CR 
Worship 
Committee 

13 
8:00am CR 
Meditation  
 
 

14 
 

15 
10:30am S 
Worship 
Rev. Dorothy 
Streutker 
preaching 
 

16 
 
 

17 
4:00pm CR 
Desert Mothers 
Group 
7:00pm CR 
The Seekers 
 

18 
3:00pm CR 
Lay Care Team 
 
7:00pm S 
Choir Practice 

19 
 
4:00pm CR 
Bell Choir 
 
7:00pm CR P&F 
 

20 
8:00am CR 
Meditation 
 
 

21 
 

22 
 
10:30am S 
Worship 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 4:00pm CR 
Desert Mothers 
Group 
7:00pm CR 
Forum - Janis 
Gay & Judy Kerr 

25 
 
 
7:00pm S 
Choir Practice 
 
 
 

26 
4:00pm CR 
Bell Choir 

27 
8:00am CR 
Meditation  
 
 

28 
 

29 
 
10:30am S 
Worship 
 
Annual 
Meeting 

30 
 

31 
4:00pm CR  
Desert Mothers 
Group 
 
7:00pm CR 
The Seekers 

 
 
 
 

   

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        
  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Mark your calendar for the First  Congregational 

Churchôs Annual Meeting on January 29, following 

the 10:30 service. 

Also, note: Church Committee Chairs and Officers, 

itôs time to write your Annual Reports.  Submissions 

are due January 7. 

 

 

      Is Only a Beginning 
 
 
 
My Dear Friends, 
 
As many of you know, December was an especially challenging month for my family.  My mother fell and 
broke her hip at the end of November and chose not to have surgery.  Aware that her decision would mean 
she would be bedridden and would very likely be hastening her death, my mother was and has continued 
to be clear and strong in communicating her preferences to me, to her doctors, and now to the hospice 
staff that is overseeing her care. 
 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ keeping 
my brothers informed and working with hospital and then hospice staff to care for my mom.  The 
emotional and practical demands of all this have drawn me away from my responsibilities as your pastor 
and preacher, at an especially rich time in the church calendar ς Advent and Christmas. 
 
In the midst of all this, you as a congregation have once again been Love Incarnate and have confirmed the 
odd and wonderful notion that God brings healing and reconciliation into the world by gathering small 
groups oŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ  ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘŜȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ  ¸ƻǳ 
have cared for one another.  You have welcomed other preachers into the pulpit and have celebrated the 
mysteries of the coming of the Christ Child. 
 
Thank you for ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ 
all the prayers, all the cards, all the kind words, all the food, and all the love.  This has, and continues to be, 
a time of loss and grief, as well as a time of beauty and grace.  Your prayers have comforted me in my 
ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ǎǘŀȅ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
 
My gratitude for you and for how God moves through this congregation will never end. 
 

Blessings,  Rev. Nancy 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

A Thank You from one of FCCõs  

 Seeds of Learning Group Members 

 

My Dear Friends, 

I would like to extend my sincere gratitude and appreciation for your 

generous donations which afforded me the opportunity to participate 

 
in the Seeds of Learning trip to Nicaragua.  It was a life changing trip in which I met new 

friends, bonded with old ones, and experienced the beauty of these lovely people as we 

contributed to the construction of a much needed school. 

Please know that your gift and generosity touched me deeply.  I hope that our 

contributions to the effort, as well as your own, have brought you a sense of gratification 

as we continue our goal of spreading love and compassion to all beings. 

In love and gratitude, Your Friend 

People to remember in our thoughts and prayers...  

Bob Rowntree, Mary Taylor, Joann Olson,  
Peggy Feuer, Marie Austin, Lois & Rudy Genetti, Doris 

Simpson, Agnes Rudman and Penelope Johnson.  
 

      

     When David and I took a walk on Christmas Day, we spent some 

time      time talking about 2011 ς what things went into the plus 

 column,    column, things we were happy about, and what things had 

     brought us sorrow. There were way more things that had 

brought us joy: time spent with friends and family; new relationships and changes for friends. The 

unhappy things were also all about friends and family: my brother-in-law died; continued ill health for 

another friend; legal troubles for a third. But, we concluded, 2011 was a good year. 

L ǘƘƛƴƪ нлмн ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻƻΦ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊd to it.  

bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ǎŀōōŀǘƛŎŀƭ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ 

different way. But that goes into the plus column. We will end up knowing each other better and 

more intimately. 

Please join me in anticipating the joy that comes with the morning. 

Mary Evelyn Arnold 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events & Announcements 

Next  More than 40 Day Journey will be with the Desert Mothers 
Tuesdays, beginning January 3, 4:00pm, Community Room 
Our next Tuesday afternoon journey will be with the Desert Mothers, as brought to us by 
Benedictine Mary Forman.  The Desert Mothers were fourth and fifth century women 
who were midwives, ñbearers of the spirit, women capable of listening to the hearts of 
those around them.ò  The book weôll be using, Praying with the Desert Mothers, which is 
available at Readersô Books. 
 

Suggested Reading 
I ask you to consider joining me in using Matthew Foxôs Christian Mystics: 365 Readings 
and Meditations throughout 2012.  My hope and my prayer are that some of you will 
make a commitment to using this book for daily prayer and reflection all year long.  If you 
do, then, while Iôm on sabbatical using the same book each day, you will be with me, and 
I will be with you, even though we are apart.  Please let me know if youôd like to join me 
in this prayer practice for the coming year.    - Rev Nancy 
 

Dorothy Streutker to be Guest Preacher 
Sunday, January 15, 10:30am, Sanctuary 
Ordained in the United Church of Christ, Rev. Dorothy Streutker works by day as a staff 
attorney with California Appellate Project, a non-profit law firm providing counsel and 
resources to attorneys appointed to represent condemned inmates in post-conviction 
litigation who are facing execution. When requested, she also provides spiritual counsel 
to the dozen or so death row inmates she visits at San Quentin State Prison. She has 
been active in death penalty defense for nearly 20 years. She is also the Criminal Justice 
Outreach Chaplain for San Francisco Network Ministries. She strives to put spiritual 
issues on the radar of the criminal justice community and the death penalty on the radar 
of church people.  Her interest is expanding to include the area of victim outreach, 
helping to bring the accused and the victims together in a way where peace outweighs 
the need for revenge. 

FCC Forum Committee presents...Janis Gay and Judy Kerr from 
MVFR (Murder Victimsô Families for Reconciliation) 
Tuesday, January 24, 7:00pm, Community Room 
Janis Gay, a third generation Northern Californian, taught middle school in St. Helena for 
29 years and is now the receptionist for a Napa Valley accounting firm. She serves on 
the Board of Directors for MVFR. She will speak about her grandfather who murdered 
another human being, how that affected the family, how the family dealt with the shame, 
and the transformation she experienced when she learned about MVFR.  Judy Kerr is 
the Northern California Victim Outreach Coordinator for MVFR.  Her brother Robert was 
murdered in 2003, and his death has deepened her opposition to the death penalty. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ucc.org/


 
 
 

 

 
 
!ǎ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Grapevine, I will be on sabbatical (and vacation) from April 19 to August 16 of 
this year.  As the Church Council and I continue to make plans for the care of the congregation during this 
sabbatical time, I want to give you an update on what that care will look like. 
 
Churches have found many different ways to address their needs when their pastors take a sabbatical, and, 
ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎonality, location, finances, 
and overall health are all factors that influence how different churches provide for preaching, pastoral care, 
and administrative needs during sabbaticals. 
 
To meet those needs here at FCC, we will be calling a sabbatical minister to provide pastoral care and 
administrative support throughout the time I am gone.  This minister will also be responsible for preaching 
three Sundays a month during the sabbatical, with FCC members and seminary students preaching and leading 
worship on the remaining Sundays. 
 
aŀǊȅ 9ǾŜƭȅƴ !ǊƴƻƭŘΣ C//Ωǎ нлмн ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ǿƘƻ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
spending a sabbatical season with the congregation soon.  I look forward to our being able to tell you about 
the person who will be loving and caring for you while I am doing the same thing from afar. 
 
In peace, 
Rev. Nancy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Gentle Reminder  

If you know of anyone in the congregation who has been 

admitted to the hospital or who is ill, please let me know, 

by phone or by e-mail, as soon as you can.  That way I 

can be ñin the knowò about the pastoral needs of FCC 

members and friends.  Without it...well, letôs just say 

that I can be (way) out of the loop!  Thank you.   

       Rev. Nancy  

 

 

Looking  Ahead to a Sabbatical  Year -     

Caring for the Congregation  



Thanksgiving and Christmas  at First Congregational Church  

 

  Food Collection for FISH     Food Collection for FISH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Pageant 


